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Cot. Jacon L. GREENE, chairman of the committee appointed at 
the late meeting of life assurance managers to devise some method 
for abolishing rebates in life assurance, has named the following 
gentlemen to act with him upon such committee: Richard A. 
McCurdy, president Mutual Life Insurance Company of New 
York ; Hon. Amzi Dodd, president Mutual Benefit Life Insurance 
Company of Newark; Hon. H. L. Palmer, president Northwestern 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee ; Hon. Samuel R. 
Shipley, president Provident Life and Trust Company of Philadel- 
phia; Hon. A. G. Bullock, president State Mutual Life Assurance 
Company of Worcester, Mass.; and John E, De Witt, president 
Union Mutual Life Insurance Company of Portland, Me. It is 
hoped that this committee will be ready to report some time in Sep- 
tember. 





A very sensational paragraph was printed in The Press of this 
city on Tuesday morning. The substance of it was that a late 
telegram from Chicago had been received in that office the night 
before, reciting that a rumor was in circulation in that city to the 
effect that there was trouble in the Phenix Insurance Company of 
Brooklyn, owing to a defalcation amounting to $500,000 by their 
“State agent.” A local reporter had worked over this unfounded 
rumor into a positive insurance sensation, and, while declaring 
that he had been unable to see any of the officers of the company, 
proceeded to make statements as libelous as they were false, 
attacking the company and individual character as well. Anyone 
at all familiar with insurance matters was able at a glance to see 
how utterly improbable it was that any “State agent” could be a 
defaulter to any such amount. The inference was that the agent 
referred to was T. R. Burch of Chicago, general agent for the 
Western and Southern States, a gentleman well known for many 
years to all underwriters, and who enjoys the unlimited confidence 
of the managers of the company he represents. If it was intended 
to apply to him, the story was especially improbable, for Mr. Burch 
is not a custodian of the funds of the company, the remittances 
made to him by the agents in his territory being made payable to 
the order of the company, and transmitted by him to the home 
office with regularity. The funds he is required to keep on hand 
hever equal one-tenth part of the sum named, while the only other 
assets of the company under his control consist of a nine-story 
building, which he would find some difficulty in carrying off. The 
publication of the rumor here was as much of a surprise to the 
Officers of the company as to anyone else, and, without being able 
to explain its origin, they could simply deny its truth in the most 
positive and emphatic terms. There was no defalcation on the 
part of any agent or other person connected with the company, no 
trouble anywhere, and nothing had occurred to disturb the even 
tenor of the company’s business. Since the reorganization of the 
company management, a few months ago, the Phenix has given 
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no occasion for gossip or criticism, but has developed increased 
energy and enterprise in all departments. Having unloaded its 
marine department, which had been a source of loss, it now devotes 
itself exclusively to fire insurance, and its officers are entirely satis- 
fied with its condition and progress. The Phenix has a capital of 
$1,000,000 ; its total assets January 1 were $5,055,282, and its 
net surplus $143,687. Its premium receipts have been in the 
neighborhood of $5,000,000 a year for several years. Mr. Burch 
being absent on his vacation, in answer to inquiries telegraphed 
from the home office relative to the origin of the rumor, the fol- 


lowing was received : 
Cunicaco, ILt,, August 7, 3.26 P. M. 


ARTHUR B, Graves, Phenix Jnsurance Company, Western Union Build- 
ing, New York: 
Chicago office all right. Statement of shortage false, and we believe 
malicious, [Signed.] Wm. A. Hammonp, 
° H. E, SovrHweLt, 
Directors, 
The publication of the report referred to was due, no doubt, 
rather to that insatiable desire that exists with the daily papers to 
make a sensation at any cost than to any intention to injure the 
company. In their efforts to do this, the reporters of the day are 
ready to sacrifice either individual or corporate reputation, or to 
destroy business enterprises or vested property rights. Nothing is 
sacred to them, and their recklessness is only equaled by their 
utter irresponsibility. We shall be surprised if The Press is not 
held to a strict accounting for the wanton and unfounded rumors 
that it gave the public in connection with the Phenix. 





Ar the National Insurance Convention a year ago, Judge Rug- 
gles of the New York Insurance Department introduced a resolu- 
tion to the effect that it was the sense of the convention that the 
cost of examinations of insurance companies should be paid for 
out of the department funds and not by the companies subjected 
to such examination. The resolution at the time was voted down, 
but it is to be hoped that it will be brought up at the convention to 
be held at Madison next week, and that it will be adopted. 
Whether it is practicable to carry it into effect or not is another 
question, but the commissioners and superintendents ought at 
least to put themselves on record as in favor of such a practice. 
They would feel a very great deal better and be freer to act if they 
knew that their expenses were to be paid from a general fund in- 
stead of from the treasury of the company they were examining, 
and their reports would be apt to be freer from bias if they were 
under no pecuniary obligation to such company. There has been, 
unquestionably, a very great abuse of this power of examining 
which is vested in the commissioners and superintendents, and has 
been made to contribute, on more than one occasion, to the ex- 
penses of a recreating vacation for the examining officers. The 
president of a company, whose condition is above suspicion, told 
us that a supervising officer, coming from a great distance, dropped 
into his office one day and said that he was East on his vacation 
and would like the company’s check for $250, and in consideration 
he would give a certificate of examination. The check was given 
him, and he made a show of looking over the cash book, expressed 
himself as entirely satisfied, and departed. ‘This was unquestion- 
ably a great abuse of the power vested in him; but such abuses 
should be rendered impossible, and they would be virtually by the 
incorporation of the idea of Judge Ruggles into a statute in each 
State. It must be a somewhat embarrassing position for an ex- 
amining officer to overhaul the records of an insurance company, 
make up a report which is damaging to it, and then quietly ask 
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the company thus injured to pay him anywhere from $100 to traffic, and was elderly when the magnetic telegraph was proved 
$1000 for his trouble. He is much more likely to strain a point fit for practical use.” Colonel Perkins is still in the active service 
to give a favorable report than an exact showing of the company’s of the railway corporation, and does not appear to be over seventy. 
condition under such circumstances. The fees received by the five years of age. In addition to the resolutions, a purse contain. 
insurance departments in most of the States amount to a sufficient ing $2500 in gold was presented to Colonel Perkins, the sum 
sum to pay the expenses of all examinations that are necessary to having been subscribed by railroad employees. A gentleman con. 
be made. Under the present arrangement the excess of such fees nected with life assurance hands us a family record which would 
is turned over to the State treasury, whereby the State makes a_ seem to indicate that longevity is hereditary. William Chadsey was 
profit out of the insurance companies in excess of the taxation to the first immigrant of that name to New England, and lived to the 
which they are by statutes subjected. Examinations of companies age of ninety-five years. His son, Jabez Chadsey, lived to be over 
should be counted as a legitimate expense of the office of insur- 100 years of age, and his daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Slocum, died in 
ance commissioners, as is any other item that has to be paid for 1860 in the hundreth year of her age. A great grandson of William 
in the line of the commissioner’s duty. Chadsey is still living in the eighty-second year of his age. The 
original William Chadsey lived to see seven generations of his pro- 
geny, the average ages of his own children being ninety-eight years, 





Cuar.es M. GoopsELt, one of the founders of THe SPECTATOR, 
died at Rainbow Lake in the Adirondacks on Wednesday, Aug- ’ , 
ust 1. He had been failing for several months, and was removed IN our news columns we print the report of Examiners Shannon 
from his residence in this city in the hope that mountain air would and Horan of an examination made by : them of the New York 
restore him to health. Mr. Goodsell was born at Pontiac, Mich., Safety ; Reserve Fund f Assessment Association, doing business in 
and graduated at the Michigan University. He and his brother, this city. The examiners found that the association not only 
James H. Goodsell, located in Chicago, where they were con- assumes to assure the lives of adults, but also of children under 
nected with the daily press in editorial capacities for several years. thirteen y 7“ of age, and also provides for a weekly indemnity in 
Together they established Tue Spectator in Chicago in 1868, the case of sickness, which is claimed to be in controversion of the 
but subsequently removed the business to this city. When The rights conferred upon it by its charter. In addition, it is shown 
Daily Graphic was established, J. H. and C. M. Goodsell were that the company is hopelessly insolvent, having liabilities amount- 
selected by the stockholders as managers of the business, which 18 t0 $143,161, with the sum of $12.28 in hand on July 20, with 
soon became very extensive. C. M. Goodsell had immediate which to liquidate its indebtedness. Charles J. Hartmann is presi- 
charge of all the details of The Graphic, and was unable to give dent of this concern. This individual has achieved in the past a 
any attention to THE SpecraTor, and consequently in 1877 he most unenviable notoriety in connection with life assurance, At the 
sold his entire interest to his brother, and since that time has had time the notorious Furber was engaged in the business of wrecking 
no identification with it. C, M. Goodsell was an active, pushing, the North America and the Universal life assurance companies, 
energetic business man, far seeing and capable, and succeeded, in Mr. Hartmann co-operated with that person, being employed in 
the face of many unexpected difficulties, in establishing The “~ *W!sting ” policies, frightening policy holders and buying up their 
Graphic upon a sound financial basis. He became a large stock- policies at very much less than their value. It will be remembered 
holder in the company, and was also identified with various other hat at this time the New York State, the Amicable, the Govern- 
large enterprises. A few years ago he retired from The Graphic ™ent Security and the North America life assurance companies 
and established The Financial News, a Wall street daily paper, went out of existance, being swallowed one by the other till most 
which was successful so long as he was able to give it his personal f them were absorbed by the Universal, which Furber et al were 
attention, but when ill health overtook him, his paper was con- gaged in wrecking, finally succeeding in that undertaking. The 
solidated with another of similar character. Mr. Goodsell leaves a Policyholders in these companies were so frightened at the manipu- 
widow and one daughter, to whom the sympathy of a wide circle lations that were going on that they were ready to sacrifice their poli- 
of friends will be extended. cies for almost anysum. Finally, when these companies went into the 
hands of receivers, Mr. Hartmann established what he termed a “life 
insurance information bureau,” and by means of the knowledge 
On Saturday of last week the board of directors of the Norwich which he had acquired was able to communicate with the remaining 
and Worcester Railroad visited Norwich for the purpose of present- _ policyholders and bring pressure to bear upon them to induce them 
ing to George L. Perkins, the treasurer of the corporation, a hand- to sell their policies at a mere fraction of the reserve; the policies 
somely engrossed copy of resolutions which had been adopted by _ being assigned to him, he collected the full amounts due on them 
the board. These resolutions recite that Mr. Perkins was elected from the receivers. So glaring were the “shaves” made in this 
treasurer of the board in 1839 and had held the office continually connection that some of the receivers issued notices to policy- 
ever since. The occasion for the presentation of the resolutions holders warning them to beware of all middlemen, as whatever was 
was the one hundreth anniversary of Colonel Perkins’ birth, he payable under their policies would be paid to them direct, without 
having achieved his one hundreth year on August 5. The resolu. the intervention of anyone. This business having failed ulti- 
tions declare: “ When his life began the steam engine was scarcely mately, Mr. Hartmann has drifted from one position to another, 
recognized as the great industrial force of the future; the factory — till he finally brings up as president of the Safety Reserve Fund. 
system was not established in Great Britain; he is almost as old as Associated with him is J. L. Roberts, formerly district manager for 
the daily newspaper ; Napoleon was only nineteen years older than the Prudential of Newark. He will be remembered as being iden- 
he; Daniel Webster was six years older; Byron was born in the _ tified with some transactions which were not creditable to him, and 
same year; in his infancy the power loom came into being; in his which resulted in his retirement, voluntary or otherwise, from the 
youth he was a passenger on the trial trip of Fulton’s steamboat; service of that company. It will be seen by the report of Examiner 
he was of middle age when the first steam railway was opened for Shannon that Mr. Hartmann has been indulging in a good deal of 
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«twisting ” to get funds to run this company, and misrepresenting 
alleged financial transactions for the purpose of making a showing 
ofassets. In accordance with the recommendations of the report, 
the Superintendent of Insurance refers the subject to the Attorney 
General for action, suggesting that the charter of the association 
should be revoked because of its doing business that its charter 
does not authorize it todo. We notice that Mr. Hartmann, since 
the report of the examiners was printed, has been having himself 
extensively interviewed by the daily press. A laughable part of 
these interviews is found in the fact that he admits having used in 
expenses the money paid in for the payment of death claims, and 
does not appear to think that there was any harm in it, but pro- 
poses to replace it at some future time. This process is very sim- 
ilar to that of several banking cashiers who are now rusticating in 
Canada ; a deficiency having occurred in their accounts, they were 
unable to make it good, and an involuntary exile became necessary. 





Tue destruction of the large tenement building in the Bowery 
on Friday night, whereby nineteen persons lost their lives, adds 
one more to the tenement house horrors of which this city has 
been prolific of late years. This immense building was occupied 
mainly by Polish Jews, who conducted small tailoring businesses 
in their various apartments. When the fire broke out there 
was a scramble among the many occupants to get out, but there 
seemed to be as much a desire on their part to save small personal 
effects as their lives, and delay thus occasioned probably added to 
the number of the fatally injured. It was a scene full of horror to 
the spectators to see these poor unfortunates clinging to the window 
sills until their grasp was burned away, and falling headlong to the 
pavement to be crushed thereby, while others were leaping from 
the various stories to the ground, to be similarly crushed. The 
disaster is solely attributable to faulty construction of the build- 
ings. Filled with tenants to the number of some 300, the means 
of escape were wholly inadequate, outside escapes being insufficient 
in number, and some of these having been recently removed. The 
flames, of course, shot up the stairways and the light shaft in- 
stantly, thus cutting off retreat to a great extent, and the penned 
up tenants had to escape by the windows and the roof, aided by 
persons from the outside. The building was an old structure, 
erected before the present building laws were in force, and the 
building department was powerless to make it conform to present 
requirements. In this respect the laws are faulty, for it should be 
in the power of such officials to compel propertyowners to so alter 
any existing structures as to make them safe for occupancy. Such 
measures have been proposed heretofore to the legislature, but the 
builders and propertyowners’ lobby has always been strong enough 
to defeat any measures that would necessitate heavy expenditures 
on the part of the owners of these dangerous buildings. Possibly 
in the future such laws will be enacted, but probably not until after 
afew more score of people have been-roasted alive in death traps 
similar to that which was destroyed on Friday night. 


* * * 


It will be remembered by our readers that a few months since 
we began the publication of a series of articles upon the construc- 
hon of the theatres of this city, relative to the safety of audiences 
In case of fire occurring. These articles led to the appointment of 
4 committee from the engineering department of the Polytechnic 
Institute of this city, with whom was associated a member of the 
Board of Fire Underwriters, for the purpose of making a thorough 
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inspection of the theatres of the city and reporting thereon to the 
Polytechnic Institute for the information of the public. This com- 
mittee was composed of thoroughly practical men, who had only 
the welfare of the citizens at heart, and who were foolish enough to 
think that the managers of theatres would co-operate with them to 
ascertain any defects in the structures occupied by them that were 
calculated to endanger the lives of their patrons. This was not the 
fact, however, for when the committee applied to the managers for 
permission to inspect their premises they were indignantly refused 
admission tc the buildings, and were even threatened with prosecu- 
tion if they publisued any report regarding their construction. As 
a consequence, the committee were unable to do very much, and 
their mission was a failure. It is a pretty well-known fact that 
the majority of the theatres in this city are little better than death 
traps. Most of them have been altered over from old residences 
or business houses, and with every alteration made additional 
perils have been put in, so that it is at the risk of one’s life that He 
spends an evening in these auditoriums. Experts who have famil- 
iarized themselves with the construction of these buildings, so far 
as possible, declare that there is but one theatre in the city that is 
of fireproof construction or provided with adequate means of egress 
in case of an emergency, culling for the sudden emptying of the 
theatre. This is the last one built, called the Broadway, which 
was constructed in strict accordance with the new building laws, 
under the supervision of the building department officials, who ex- 
acted from the builders every condition of safety required by the 
statute. The consequence is that patrons of this theatre can be 
assured that every provision for their safety has been made, and 
that it is almost an impossibility that any disaster could occur in 
connection with it. As regards the others, it would be equivalent 
to a miracle almost, in case of a fire occurring when an audience 
was present, if there was not serious loss of life. Yet we under- 
stand that the building department is utterly powerless to compel 
the owners of these theatres to adopt even ordinary means of safety. 





WESTERN ITEMS. 





THE Broadway, it is announced, will establish an agency at Chicago, 
It is said that Fred S. James & Co. will issue its policies, 


* * * 


JANESVILLE, Wis., has completed new water-works. A recent official 
test shows the system to be one of the best, for the cost, in the West. 


* * * 


E. M. Conpirt, general agent at Chicago, has removed to new offices at 
208 La Salle street. Wm. H. Faville, formerly of the home office of 
the Northwestern National, becomes chief clerk in the new quarters. 


* * * 


Witson & WHEELER have dissolved partnership, F. C. Wheeler re- 
maining general agent for the Pacific Mutual Life and Accident Assur- 
ance Company at Chicago. 

* * % 


Amon the recent visitors to Chicago were: President Bigelow of the 
St. Paul Fire and Marine ; O. P. McCray of the Western Home of Sioux 
City, Ia.; J. J. McDonald of the Continental Fire ; T. W. Pratt, secretary 
of the Pierre Fire and Marine. 


* * * 
DuRING July there were 205 actual fires at Chicago. Of these three 


were 2-11, one 3-11 and one 4-11 alarms. The last was caused by the 
Bauer (piano) fire, which loss is roughly estimated at $125,000. The total 
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Fourth was duly celebrated with the usual fizz and bang. 
# * * 


F, E. LEONARD has become assistant secretary of the Standard Life and 


Accident of Detroit, Mr. Perkins being the superintendent of agencies. 
* ¥ ¥ 


THE Union, on September 5, will hold its annual meeting at Lake 
George, N. Y. These annuals are, as arule, not only instructive to man- 


agers and general ayents, but very enjoyable to those attending them. 
* ¥ * 


Hupson, WI1s., has been provided with a new system of water-works, 


and an official test has proved them to be of a high order, 
* ¥ * 


A. Logs & Son, agents at Chicago, are now representing the St. Paul 
Fire and Marine as second agents, They are also direct agents for four 


other companies, 
% ¥ * 


Sr. Louis had during the first six months of 1888 a total of 536 fire 
alarms, with an estimated total loss of $417,538, while the total insurance 
amounted to nearly $4,000,000, A very favorable showing for the com- 


panies, 
* * * 


OF the members of the insurance fraternity of Chicago out of the city 
are the following: George W. Blossom, assistant general agent of the 
National of Hartford, who is paying a visit to Northern agents; E. J. 
Cleveland, broker, joined the Chicago Blaine Club on its trip to New 
Yerk ; Charles N. Bishop, on a trip around the lakes ; T. N. McCauley, 
secretary and general manager of the Union Mutual Accident Associa- 
tion, to the Northwest on business ; P. J. Kerwin, of James A. Miller & 
Co., on a visit to the East; W. H. Cunningham, on his annual visit to 
Bedford Springs, Pa.; General Agent Bliven, to the North; H. C. Eddy, 
secretary of the Commercial Union, on an extended visit to New Eng- 
land ; H. H. Glidden, assistant superintendent of the North British and 
Mercantile, to New York; E. M. Teall, president of the Chicago Fire 
Underwriters Association, has been East, as have Charles W. Drew, C.S. 
Smith and Edward Case; R. W. Hosmer paid Boston a visit, while many 
others are here and there. 


* * * 


MANAGERS of life assurance companies in Chicago are called upon to 
attend a meeting August 6, to attempt the formation of an association 
of life agents, the object being the regulation of the rebate evil. J. H. 
Strong of the United States Life is in earnest, and if co-operation is se- 
cured there will be a combination in that city which will be of credit to 
the profession, Dp. WS. 

CuHIcAGo, August 4. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


BOSTON MATTERS. 

Important Agency Changes—The Prescott Reinsures in the North British and Mer- 
cantile—Fine Quarters for Underwriters—George H. Binney's, Scull & Brad- 
ley's and Fohn C. Paige's New Offices—The Boston Board and its Successful 
Work—The New Rules Governing Commissions—Rebellious Brokers. 


[FRomM OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

Important changes have lately taken place in the representation of fire 
insurance companies in this city, Following the change in the agency of 
the London and Lancashire, which has been transferred from Scull & 
Bradley to Sawyer & Blake, a young but enterprising firm, comes the 
news that the business of the North British and Mercantile is soon to be 
placed in the hands of Francis H, Stevens, now president of the Prescott 
Fire Insurance Company of this city. The North British and Mercantile 
has long been represented here by John W. Porter. In making Mr. 
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insurance involved in these fires was $952,577, and the estimated loss 
$275,000. This is a remarkable exhibit, when it is considered that the 
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Stevens its agent the North British and Mercantile deprived the Preseoy 
office of a valuable executive officer—so valuable, indeed, that the Pres. 
cott deemed it best to let the North British and Mercantile have along 
with its president the entire outstanding risks. The Prescott office will, 
therefore, cease to be a factor in the business. Probably this transfer of 
executive officer and business from one company to another was fagilj. 
tated by the fact that the stock of the Prescott was very largely owned by 
one man, William G. Weld of Boston. It is also stated that Fred A, 
Wetherbee, now secretary of the Prescott, has arranged with Mr. Blagden 
to act as special agent of the North British and Mercantile in New Eng. 
land. 

As an evidence of the prosperity of the fire insurance business here in 
Boston, the occupation of new and commodious offices may be men. 
tioned. In this movement George H. Binney, the son-in-law of the de. 
ceased Mr. Marsh, of Jordan, Marsh & Co., may be said to have led the 
way. Mr. Binney does nothing by halves. The decoration of his office, 
which is opposite the building occupied by the Boston Board of Under. 
writers, is as tasteful as those silver-wrapped cigars which made Mr, 
Binney famous with the brokers. 

Next to set the example were Scull & Bradley of the Royal, who moved 
from quarters in Devonshire street, further outside the centre of insurance 
activity to Water street, within the very midst of it. Their new officesare 
superb. Though very large and extending far back from the street, no 
electric light is needed, for even the farthest corner is as bright as day 
itself. Noone who knows John C. Paige would for amoment suppose 
that in a movement of this character he would be left astern. And if they 
were not personally acquainted with Mr. Paige, they could hardly 
be in ignorance cf his existence, for Mr. Paige occasionally advertises, 
Starting in the business after the Boston fire, in a basement, Mr. Paige has 
grown to be a commanding figure in insurance circles, 

I have said that Mr, Binney does nothing by halves when he takesa 
large and commodious office in which to transact his business. What 
shall I say of Mr. Paige, who takes a whole building, and a large building 
at that?) Ah! whocan mark the limits of Mr. Paige’s ambition? Who 
shall say where such enterprise and activity as his will end? Not tobe 
outdone by the individuals who compose it, the board itself will remove 
this fall to new quarters just across the way from those it now occupies, 
In company with the New England Exchange, it will have one whole 
floor of a building of considerable size. 

The phenomenal success of the Boston board in maintaining harmony 
among various interests is not achieved without effort. The relations of 
its component parts sometimes undergo severe strains. It is not heaven 
here—and we have brokers, too. Just now the new rules governing the 
payment of commission are being enforced—and criticised. The rules 
are aimed at a practice which heretofore obtained of paying brokers, under 
the guise of sub-agents, a brokerage in excess of fifteen per cent, which 
is all the rules have allowed. Hereafter but one firm or individual will be 
recognized as representing companies in securing Boston business. They 
alone will be entitled to twenty per cent commission; all others are 
brokers on the fifteen per cent basis. There is kicking against the pricks 
on the part of the brokers, but there is no doubt that the sway of the 
board will be too powerful for opposition. Too much good has come 
from this association to admit of failure. ONE SPOKE, 

Boston, August 7. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Proceedings Against Another Co-operative. 


THE following is a report of an examination by Examiners Shannon and 
Horan of the New York Safety Reserve Fund, an assessment weakling: 


New York, July 20, 1888. 
To the Honorable Robert A. Maxwell, Superintendent Insurance Department: 

Sir—In compliance with instructions contained in appointment No. 
578, the undersigned have made an examination of the condition and 
affairs of the New York Safety Reserve Fund, and respectfully submit 
the following report: 

This society was organized in May, 1882, under the provisions of chap- 
ter 267 of the laws of 1875, commonly known as the ‘‘Club act.” The 
business transacted by it is the kind known as industrial life assurance. 
It is claimed by the officers of the society that its business is conducted 
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on the co-operative or assessment plan, butit has not been reincorporated 
under the act of 1883, chapter 175, which provides for the incorporation 
and regulation of associations doing business on this plan. 

This society issues four classes of policies, to wit : 

First—‘‘ Certificates of membership,” issued to persons between the 
ages of thirteen and seventy, under which the society promises to pay the 
beneficiary ot the insured an indefinite sum in case of death. 

Second—‘‘ Minor’s certificates,” issued to members of the society on 
the lives of their children under thirteen years of age. 

Third—‘‘ Benevolent certificates,” which entitle members to an indefi- 
nite weekly indemnity in the event of sickness. 

Fourth—‘‘ Paid-up policies,” issued to members whose life certificates 
have been in force three years, and who may desire to exchange their life 
certificates for paid-up policies. The paid-up policy is issued for one- 
third of the amount previously paid in by the member for dues and assess- 

ents. 
nthe funds required for the payment of benefits and expenses are 
derived from certain fixed dues payable weekly, and if these are found to 
be insufficient the members may be called on to pay assessments in addi- 
tion thereto. 

Section 5 of article 7 of the constitution and by-laws provides that ‘‘a 
sum not less than one-third of all dues received by the society from mem- 
bers on certificates of membership in force, shall be set aside as an 
‘endowment fund,’ to be used for the purpose of paying certificates of 
membership which may become claims by reason of the death of the 
member.” 

The plain intent of this section is that the sums set apart as an ‘‘ endow- 
ment fund” shall be held sacredly intact for the payment of death claims. 
Yet we find that this provision has been violated repeatedly. Ina report 
dated December 5, 1885, we showed that there was a deficiency of 
$5,480.80 in this fund, and again in a report dated February 20, 1886, the 
deficiency was shown to be $6,041.29. This deficiency was made good 
by Aaron Peck, who advanced $7500 for this purpose, the repayment 
of this loan being contingent on the existence of a surpius in the ‘‘dis- 
bursement fund.” The money thus borrowed was soon used up, and it 
became necessary to obtain more assistance from the outside in order to 
continue the business. On November 9g, 1887, John L. Roberts madea 
proposition that on certain conditions he would advance $5000 in cash to 
the society, and on February 1o, 1888, he made another proposition to 
advance $10,000 more. These propositions were accepted by the society, 
and up to this date Mr. Roberts has paid in $14,950. Ail of the moneys 
so advanced to the society, together with the collections from its mem- 
bers, with the exception of $12.28, have been paid out in the endeavor to 
build up and maintain the business, and we are again compelled to report 
that the ‘‘endowment fund” is impaired, and that it has been used for 
other purposes than the payment of death claims, 

Under the provisions of the by-laws there should be a balance of 
$3.763.89 in the endowment fund, and $224.05 in the benevolent fund on 
July 16, 1888, but the actual cash assets of the society on that date were 
as follows : 


Balance in National Shoe and Leather Bank...... 
Balance in Central Trust Company........... 
Balance in Germania Bank.......... 

Ric cacsonstsoune’ 
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This condition of the endowment fund remains urchanged. 

The president of the society, Charles J. Hartmann, claims that a 
certain note for $2000, given to the society by W. H. Wintle, should be 
regarded as an available asset. We do not coincide with him in this view 
for the following reasons : 

In the minutes of the board of directors, held May 11, 1888, it is re- 
corded that ‘‘Charles J. Hartmann having proposed to make a loan 
of $2000 to this society, on motion of Judge Shannon, seconded by Mr. 
McAdam, the following resolution was adopted : 

“Resolved, That this board accept the loan of $2000, offered by 
— J. Hartmann, to be repaid out of any surplus in the sinking 

und, 

“Application having been made to the society for a loan of $2000, by 
W. H. Wintle, after discussion of the nature of the collateral security 
offered, the following resolution, proposed by R. H. Shannon and sec- 
onded by R. H. Foote, was adopted : 

“That the treasurer be directed to lend to W. H. Wintle the sum of 

‘000 for one year, at six per cent per annum, to be secured by his stock 
note by hypothecating 2000 shares capital stock of the Franklinite Zinc 
and [ron Company of New Jersey to secure said note.” 

On the cash book, under date of May 26, 1888, Charles J. Hartmann is 
credited with the sum of $2000 as having been loaned by him as per the 
above resolution, but nowhere on the cash book is there an entry show- 
ing that $2000 had been paid to W. H. Wintle on his note, yet Mr. Hart- 
mann Presents to us, as an asset of the society, a note for $2000, signed by 
bs H. Wintle, dated July 9, 1888, together with the 2000 shares, twenty- 

ve dollars each, of the capital stock of the Franklinite Steel and Zinc 
Company of New Jersey, which are held as collateral security for the pay- 


‘ment of said note. These loans of Mr. Hartmann to the society, and of 


the Society to Mr. Wintle, are purely fictitious. Mr. Hartmann did not 
ae $2000 or any other sum to the society, as stated in the entry on the 
Cash book referred to above, nor has the society loaned a dollar to Mr. 


intle, It appears that Mr. Hartmann is the owner of the Franklinite 


— above mentioned, and that in May last, when the endowment fund 


nearly exhausted, he endeavored, by means of this transaction, to 
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make the books show that the amount of cash on hand was $2000 more 
than it really was. Of course, the cash account being debited with $20co 
received from Mr. Hartmann, and not being credited with the $2000 
loaned to Mr. Wintle, would show a balance of $2000 larger than it 
should be. Mr. Hartmann, in a statement made by him, says that he 
gave this stock to Mr. Wintle for the purpose of enabling him to obtain 
the loan, and that the transaction was carried out by the handing of the 
stock by him to Mr. Wintle, who immediately returned it to him with the 
note. This stock may be worth something, but it has no fixed or market 
value in this city, and as the note was given without consideration, we 
feel compelled to reject both note and securities from the list of available 
assets. It may be added that the note and securities, instead of being 
deposited with the treasurer, are kept by Mr. Hartmann in his private 
safe, 

Another transaction somewhat similar to the foregoing is as follows: 

On February 11, 1887, Mr. Hartmann proposed to the board of directors 
that he would loan the society $2000 and the proposition was accepted. 
On this loan he paid in $850, and on May 8, 1888, the cash book gives 
him credit for $1150 more in cash. This latter sum was not paid in, but 
was offset by an entry of disbursement for commissions paid to Mr. 
Hartmann which he was not entitled to collect at that time. 

This clumsy juggling with the books for the purpose of deceiving the 
board of directors or department examiners should not be allowed to 
pass without rebuke. ’ 

The financial condition of the society, as set forth above, is admitted 
by its officers, but they say that negotiations are nearly completed by 
which they expect to obtain a large amount of money with which to place 
the society on a sound footing and make good the deficiency in its en- 
dowment and benevolent funds. 

The plan is to issue twenty-year six per cent bonds to the amount of 
$250,000, the redemption of which and the payment of interest are to be 
provided for by setting aside five per cent of the gross collections of ‘the 
society as a sinking fund. These bonds are to be sold for cash or used 
as collateral security for borrowing money, the proceeds to be used in 
building up the business of the society. 

At a meeting of the board of directors held November 14, 1887, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

‘* Resolved, That a sinking fund be created consisting of 214 per cent 
of the net receipts for premiums or dues of this society, commencing 
January 1, 1888, for the purpose of paying the advances made to the 
society, and that the same be deposited each month in a bank or trust 
company to be hereafter designated. W. H. WINTLE, Secretary.” 

This mandate has not been complied with, no sums having ever been 
set aside as a sinking fund. 

The liabilities of the society are as follows: 


Unpaid salaries and commissions.......+..-- 
Due fur rent, supplies, etc. .......cccccccscccccvccsscecesescrsscccece 618.88 
Death claims unpaid. .........ccscccccccccccccseccccccccccccsccccecs 419.83 


Moneys advanced by various persons (repayment being contingent on 
condition of disbursement fund), as per Exhibit ‘‘B"’ attached 
hereto...... Snn6bGh5595-00405050504530-0 ns EE SSE EESSOOSESSLO SESS 41,489.30 





The assets, as hereinbefore stated, are cash in bank and office, $12.28. 

We desire to say, in justice to the officers and directors, that none of 
them appear to have been benefited pecuniarily by their connection with 
the society. 

The nature of the business at present is such that a iarge capital is 
necessary to begin with,.and it requires peculiar talents and experience 
on the part of the managers in order to insure success. 

The dues charged to members and benefits promised are very much 
the same as those of companies operating under the general life assur- 
ance laws, and the business in every particular is practically the same, 
and there does not seem to be any good reason why a society like this 
should not be compelled to hold a like reserve. If the laws, as they 
stand, do not require it, they should be amended in this respect. 

Attached hereto are a blank “‘ certificate of membership,” marked “C ;” 
a ‘‘ minor’s certificate,” marked ‘‘ D ;” a ‘‘ benevolent certificate,” marked 
“ E,” and a copy of the “constitution and by-laws,” marked ‘‘ F.” There 
is no special form for ‘‘ paid-up policies,” the ‘‘certificate of member- 
ship” blank being used with the words “ paid-up policy” written across 
the face of it.” 

The several exhibits and papers attached hereto are hereby made a part 
of this report. Very respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL SHANNON, Chief Examiner. 
Joun A. Horan, 


Superintendent Maxwell has addressed the following letter to the 
Attorney General, requesting that the company be wound up: 


STATE OF NEw York, INSURANCE DEPARTMENT, 
ALBANY, August I, 1888, { 
Hon. CHARLES F, Tabor, Atéorney General: 

DEAR Sir :—I transmit to you herewith a copy of the report of the ex- 
aminers of this department, ona recent examination by them of the New 
York Safety Reserve Fund, a co-operative or assessment insurance asso- 
ciation located in the city of New York. 

This association was incorporatad under chapter 267 of the laws of 
1875, known as the club act. Upon the facts stated in said report, it 
appears that said association is engaged in issuing insurance policies or 
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correspondent of THe SpecTATOoR with the query whether this article, 
into the composition of which phosphorus enters so largely, may not 
have been accountable for very many of the fires in dwellings, barns, 
stores and buildings of like character, the origin of which has been 
roughly charged to spontaneous combustion or given up as unaccount- 
able. The idea was suggested to him, he says, by an examination which 
he recently made of a stable greatly infested by rats, and by finding the 
poison “‘ rough on rats” freely scattered about in every nook and corner 
of the building, and in such a manner that had the phosphorus in the 
stuff become ignited in any one of a dozen places, the wooden floors 
or walls, dry as tinder, would have been in a blaze before one could say 
Jack Robinson. This is the first time, we think, that the suggestion 
has been made, but when one comes to think of it, why is it improbable ? 
No sane man would think of leaving ordinary phosphorus lying around 
loose in rat-holes, among old rags and inflammable rubbish of all kinds 
unless he wanted to start a blaze—yet this is just exactly what is being 
done day after day with this composition by thousands of persons. Of 
course, it is possible that the proportions of the different ingredients of 
the mixture may be such as to preclude any danger of spontaneous or 
accidental ignition, but we should like to see the subject thoroughly 
investigated. 





A Very Fishy Concern. 
SoMEONE, signing the name H. Lyons & Co., 66 Broadway, room 46, is 
sending circulars to agents throughout the country soliciting business for 
the Fairfax Insurance Company of Alexandria, Va. Accompanying the 
letter addressed to agents is a printed slip containing the following state- 
ment regarding the company : 
Sworn STATEMENT. 


Loans on collateral, worth twice amount loaned On.......2..ssceeeseeees $3.750 
Mortgage loans.......--+seeeee PPITITITTIIT ITT TTT Te 8,000 
Es oso cccocecceccccnnesheedeessenseecesésnevedsseensscccesses 57,500 
NBs 6. 500 s.0d000000000secesedecencncesseness peenensecseeesancce 125,000 
Cash on hand and in course of transmission..... esecesccseccoesseoveccs 19,673 

NR C acascsnsanceveneaseeseeees pitkitnaibncaaeeeedasase $213,923 
ee ee iRiidcsnktccacdondameaieianiiainie esse $213,923 


J. Servis, Secretary. 
Officers—F. Clark, president; M. Clarke, treasurer: J. Servis, secre- 


tary. Directors—J. T, R. Proctor, A. H. Viles, Geo. Williams, E. C. 
Edwards, M. Clarke, J. L. Mason, F. Clark. 


A representative of THe SpEcTATOR called at 66 Broadway in quest of 
H. Lyons & Co., and found room 46 occupied by a notary public who 
knew of no such person. The janitor of the building, on being inter- 
rogated, said that there was no such tenant as H. Lyons & Co. in the 
building. Insurance men, old in the business, know of no such insur- 
ance firm. The statement above printed on its face indicates that the 
company is one that insurers will do well to avoid. In our efforts to 
eviscerate the concern, we addressed a letter to the Auditor of Public 
Accounts at Richmond, asking for information regarding the Fairfax. 
Following is the answer received : 


|To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


Dear Str—Your favor of the 3d inst. received. The Fairfax Insurance 
Company of Alexandria, Va., was chartered on May 29, 1888, with capi- 
tal stock of $200,000, by judge of Circuit Court of that circuit. It has 
never obtained a license, and is, therefore, not authorized to do business 
in this State. I have to-day communicated with the Commissioner of 
Revenue of that city in regard to this matter. 





Heavily Assured New Yorkers. 


Tue statement that John Wanamaker of Philadelphia was carrying an as- 
Surance of close upon two millions on his life has aroused a good deal of 
curiosity and discussion. New Yorkers, asa general thing, are not so 
well prepared financially for death in this respect as the great Philadel- 
phia merchant. Still there are a good many who will cost the life assur- 
ance companies a good deal of money when they die. New York has but 
oné man in the $500,000 class—the Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. Next 
comes George K. Anderson, the millionaire tobacconist, with $375,0c0. 
Uncle Russell Sage won’t tell how much he is insured for. Nobody 
Seems to know whether Jay Gould carries any life policies or not. The 
Vanderbilts are not very well represented on the books of the insurance 
Companies, unless the latter are also sworn to secresy. Cornelius Van- 
derbilt owns up to risks of $50,000; a mere bagatelle, as if a man of ordi- 
Naty wealth was to insure his life for five cents. Isidor Cohnfield, the 
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Broadway feather dealer, carries $290,000. Cyrus W. Field, the man of 
cables and elevated railroads and late proprietor of The Mail and Ex. 
press, is insured for $250,000. F. W. Devoe, head of a great paint con- 


“cern, is along with him, Pierre Lorillard, of the great Jersey City 


tobacco firm, carries $255,000. His brother Louis carries at least 
$100,000. E. A. Moen, of barbed wire fame, is next in order, with 
$225,000. None of the Wall street leaders are very heavily insured, ac- 
cording to the returns available. “Sam” Borrowe, Jim Keene’s former 
broker and right-hand man, who is himself an officer of a great life assur- 
ance company, carries only $76,000. Uncle Rufus Hatch, of Yellow- 
stone National Park renown, only puts up margins on $76,000, ‘* Harry” 
Horton has only $50,000. Herbert C. Pell carries about as much as any- 
body in the street—$212,00o—and W. E. Lawton is close behind him 
with $200,000. H. Victor Newcombe, once the great plunger in Louis- 
ville and Nashville, has policies amounting to $100,000. Percy R. Pyne, 
upon whose shoulders rests the burder: of the estate of one of the great 
Pennsylvania coal barons, is insured for thesame amount. ‘‘ Deacon” 
S. V. White, who has done all he could to plague Percy by manipulating 
the price of the latter’s Lackawanna stock, is down for only $50,coo, 
Jesse Seligman, head of the great Jewish foreign banking house, is also 
on the $50,000 list. So is Col. Joe Rieff, who used to be Woerishoffer’s 
lieutenant, who is called the “ gadfly” of Western Union, from his per- 
sistent attacks on that great corporation. ‘‘ Joe” Stoul, who is not un- 
known in Boston, carries $81,000. Spencer Trask, who used to engineer 
lots of Austin Corbin’s deals, is insured for $50,000. His principal does 
not seem to have invested any money in this way. Lawson Valentine, 
the great varnish manufacturer, whose handsome advertising furniture 
adorns gratis nearly every office in New York, and who used to be well 
known as a resident of Boston some twenty odd years ago, carries 
$100,000. DeWitt C. Wheeler, one of the Republican city bosses, whom 
nobody in New York thinks of calling anything but ‘‘Clint,” is well 
headed with $110,000. Newspaper men are pretty well represented. 
Charles A. Dana of The Sun leads off with $120,000. The Hon. Ben 
Wood of The Daily News, brother of the late lamented Fernando Wood, 
is insured for $85,000. Horace White of The Evening Post carries 
$50,000. Theodore N. Vail, who is a former resident of Boston, and who 
made his fortune in the early days of the Bell Telephone Company, is 
imsured for $125,000. Bishop Potter, whom some of the New York 
papers are taking to task for marrying the Duke of Marlborough and 
Mrs. Hammersley, carries $30,000, Henry V. Poor, the ‘‘ Poor’s Rail- 
road Manual” man, has $100,000. Harper and Brothers, $50,000. Over 
in Brooklyn, Rev. Dr. Talmage estimates the risk of his vocal and physi- 
cal gymnastics at $60,000, and he stands pretty well up in the list, only 
one person holding a policy of $100,000, as farasis known.—New York 
Daily Grathic. 





Uniform Prices of Steam Fire Engines. 


PHILADELPHIA recently ‘advertised for one or more steam fire engines for 
use in that city, to be constructed in accordance with the specifications 
prepared by the bureau of fire. Last week the bids received from five 
manufacturers—the Silsby Manufacturing Company of Seneca Falls, N. 
Y.; La France of Elmira, N. Y.; Button of Waterford, N. Y.; Clapp 
& Jones of Hudson, N. Y., and the Amoskeag Fire Engine Manufac- 
turing Company of Manchester, N. H.—were opened, but were nct acted 
upon. The papers of that city intimate that there is a “fire engine 
trust’ in existence, as a consequence of which four of the bids received 
were for precisely the same amount, namely, $4100 for each engine, while 
the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company bid $4625. It is not surprising 
at all that there should be such a uniformity of bids, nor does that fact 
indicate that there has been any combination between the manufacturers. 
These manufacturers are in constant competition with each other and 
know the prices of each, and while each makes different sizes of engines, 
the prices for similar engines scarcely vary. The additional require- 
ments of Philadelphia were such as to make the uniformity of price 
alluded to. Director Stokley of the bureau of fire requires that a com- 
petitive test of engines be made previous to purchase. This is an exac- 
tion that the builders decline to meet, for the reason that each would have 
to build a special engine in accordance with the specifications, and as but 
one of them would be purchased, the others would be dead upon the 
hands of the builders, for they would not be available for use in other 
cities. The running gear, for instance, required in Philadelphia differs 
from that of other cities on account of the many intersecting railroad 
tracks. Running gear that would ‘‘ track” in Philadelphia would not do 
so in another city, because of the difference in width of track. The five 
engine companies that bid for the work are all well known, each making 
a superior fire engine according to his peculiar style; each has been 
building engines for many years, and their apparatus is well known 
throughout the country as being thoroughly trustworthy in every respect ; 
the manufacturers ar? responsible pecuniarily and otherwise for the ful- 
fillment of any contract they enter into, and ir addition they have their 
reputations at stake. Philadelphia might well purchase from any one 
of them without exacting conditions that are not required in any other 
city, and be entirely certain of obtaining apparatus in every way reliable, 
Steam fire engines are no longer an experiment, but their usefulness 
and the character of the various styles of make have been so thoroughly 
tested, and are so well known by all persons interested in the subject of 
fire protection, that itis an unnecessary exaction to require them to sub- 
mit to tests that would put them to much expense and prove nothing. 
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THE SPECTATOR. 


Costly Economy. 


WHATEVER direction economy in municipal expenditures takes, the 
last one should be toward weakening the effectiveness of the fire depart- 
ment, and yet for some unexplained reason, in nine cases out of ten 
the first reduction made is in the appropriation for this all-important 
branch of the public service. Oue petty but favorite means of saving 
money which appears to appeal irresistibly to the economical nature of 
the average town trustee, is by providing that the horses of the fire depart- 
ment when not engaged in drawing the fire apparatus shall be made to 
work upon the streets. A great many times in different places where this 
system was in vogue it has happened that when an alarm was sounded 
the horses were away from the engine-houses, and considerable and 
costly delay has ensued; then the newspapers have raised a howl, the 
insurance companies have arisen in their wrath, and in most such cases 
this attempt to make the horses do double duty has been given up; 
but the very next week the same scheme is sure to be proposed some- 
where else. It was only a short time since that we called attention to 
an instance at Peabody, Mass., which should have long since learned the 
folly of any such cheese-paring custom, where, by reason of the horses 
being at work on the streets, several of the engines were unable to reach 
a fire ; and now a correspondent writes us that at Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
the other day when a fire occurred the engine company’s team was 
‘*several miles distant from the company’s quarters, hauling sand.” 
Certainly if the horses are not on hand when wanted they are not of much 
use, and it would be better for communities obliged to economize so 
rigidly to go back to hand apparatus. Perhaps, however, as a bright 
genius suggests to us, it might be possible to enforce a rule that all 
horses should be returned to their stalls, rested and ready for fire service 
five minutes before an alarm came in.—Fire and Water, 





Still Another Higk Explosive. 


‘* BELLITE,” the new explosive which has been invented by M. Lamm of 
Stockholm, seems destined to knock dynamite, and perhaps melinite, out 
of the field. A select party of scientific men and journalists went down 
to the Argenteuil quarries yesterday morning for the purpose of witness- 
ing some experiments with the new explosive, which were made for the 
first time in France, under the superintendence of M. Lamm himself. 
The party included General Fredericks of the Russian embassy, and was 
chaperoned by M. Herlitz. A tremendous lump of rock was drilled, and 
the “bellite” being put in the hole was caused to explode by contact with 
fulminating mercury. The explosion was not loud, nor did the debris fly 
dangerously into the air, as is the case with blasting by dynamite. On 
the contrary, the rock gave way in huge flakes. Experiments were then 
made to show the safety of the explosive as compared with the matter 
used by the ‘“‘Invincibles.” ‘‘Bellite” was placed on an iron rail 
and was struck with a sledge hammer, when it merely became heated, but 
did not explode. A small cartouche of the material was placed on a 
strong iron rail and ignited. It reduced the rail into fragments, some of 
which flew into perilous proximity to persons who were placidly looking 
on from what they considered a safe distance. A shell was next filled 
with ‘‘ bellite,” and blew a wooden-raftered hut to pieces. The new ex- 
plosive is evidently efficient for blasting purposes, and its inventor hopes 
to be able to demonstrate its availability for military use likewise. ‘‘ Bel- 
lite” is composed of about four parts of nitrate of ammonium and one 
part of a mixture of binito and trinitrobenzine with saltpetre. It smells 
like pitch, and is made up into capsules which look like thick wax can- 
dles, and are covered with glazed paper. The stuff itself resembles sul- 
phur in appearance.—London Daily Telegraph, 





New York’s New Babcock Aerial Truck. 


THE new Babcock aerial ladder truck purchased by the New York Fire 
Department for the hook and ladder station at Forty-eighth street and 
Eighth avenue, was tested on Tuesday afternoon at the fire department 
headquarters on Sixty-seventh street. There was a large attendance 
present, among whom were Chiefs Shay, McCabe, Gicquel, Reeves, Bres- 
nan, Fisher, ex-Chief Eli Bates, Captains Cassells, Duane, McAdams, 
Colby, Bradley, Cosgrove and Chief Clerk Allen of the New York Fire 
Department, Chief Hendricks and Captain Hubbard of New Haven, 
Conn.; Chief Willig, Hoboken, N. J.; ex-Chief Benedict of Newark, N. 
.; Chief Money and the following city council committee: John Drake, 

r. Schliemer, Aldermen Halsey and Edwards of Elizabeth, N. J.; Chief 
Bremner, Camden, N. J., and D. A. Woodhouse, New York. 

S. F. Hayward, Eastern agent for the Fire Extinguisher Company 
of Chicago, makers of the truck, witnessed the test, which was carried 
out under Captain Colby’s directions, the apparatus being assigned to 
his station, A full description of a similar truck built for New Haven has 
recently been given in Fire and Water. This apparatus differs only from 
that in the matter of size. It is fifty-six feet long over all and scarcely six 
feet in height, and cost $3800, The workmanship is as nearly perfect as 
can be expected in apparatus of the kina. The wheels and frame are par- 
ticularly well finished and durable, The former are painted lake, with 
gold facings ; the body of the truck is white, and the ladder finished in 
shellac. It is, without doubt, a very handsome and well-built piece of 
rolling stock, and is asserted to be the best yet obtained by the New 
York department. 

The trials consisted of extending the ladder perpendicularly and at 
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various angles while firemen were aloft, and the throwing of water from 
the top of a sixty-foot extension. In both of these tests the ladder was 
rigid and easily manageable when extended to ninety feet. Two lengths 
of hose were run up the sixty-foot extension, and coupled to a Wood. 
house siamese with a 14-inch nozzle, through which a powerful stream of 
water was thrown by the new La France engine, with a pressure of 130 
pounds. In this test the ladder even showed to better advantage, as 
an angle of thirty degrees no change in its stiffness was apparent during 
the fifteen minutes in which it underwent this trial. 

Those present were unanimous in praising the apparatus, and Captain 
Colby is well pleased with his new charge.—Fire and Water. 


MERE MENTION. 


—Additional water mains are being laid at Westerly, R. I. 

—The American of Boston has entered Rhode Island, Maine and Cop. 
necticut. 

—An additional pumping plant, to cost $75,000, will be erected at South 
Chicago, Ill. 

—Extensive improvements are being made in the water-works system 
at Columbus, Ga. 

—The Northwestern Fire and Marine of Portland, Ore., wants to enter 
Illinois for business. 

—In England last year thirty-three persons were killed and 647 injured 
by railroad accidents. 

—The Pittsburgh (Pa.) city council has granted a franchise to the 
Duquesne Water Company. 

—The Williamsburg (Mass.) reservoir, which burst with such disastrous 
results in 1874, will be rebuilt. 

—An additional pump is being placed in the works of the Woolston 
Water Company at Helena, Mon. 

—John M. Crane of the Fidelity and Casualty sailed from England for 
home on the Germania last week. 

—James W. Ferguson, the well-known insurance broker of 149 Broad- 
way, sailed for Europe, August 4. 

—A fireproof curtain, cighty-nine by thirty-six feet, has been hung in 
the opera house at Lawrence, Mass, 

—The work of laying mains for the new water supply system at Water- 
town, Dak., was completed last week. 

—A rise in fire insurance rates has influenced the people of Mansfield, 
Mass., in favor of building water-works. 

—William Raynor, formerly president of the American Exchange Fire, 
died, August 2, at the age of sixty years. 

—W. A. Sims, manager of the London and Lancashire for Ontario and 
the Northwestern Provinces, has resigned. 

—The report that the American Central of St. Louis would withdraw 
from New York is denied by President Cram. 

—The Prudential Fire of New York has started a Western branch 
office at Chicago, with Elmer Littlefield-'as manager. 

—The work of laying the 36-inch main to connect the new water-works 
system with the reservoir at Lancaster, Pa., has been finished. 


—Walter S. Stevens, agent for the National Accident Society, has been 
fined $500 at Aspen, Cal., for soliciting business without a license. 


—Water has been discovered in the Continental House property at Sea 
Isle City, N. J., at adepth of 380 feet, by the sinking of an artesian well. 


—North Adams, Mass., has concluded that it needs a new reservoir for 
seasons of emergency, and an investigation of available spots is being 
made. 

—The residence of L. G, Pitman, general agent of the United States 
Life, at Swampscott, Mass., was recently struck by lightning and dam- 
aged $500. 

—The greater part of the town of Suffolk, the county seat of Nansemond 
county, Va., was burned August1. Aid was sent from Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, steam fire engines and hose being promptly forwarded thither 
by special train, under the chief engineers of the respective towns, and 
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the rest of the place saved. The burned buildings, of which there are 
about 100, were mostly business houses. The losses aggregate about 
$400,000. 

_—The new water tower recently furnished the Minneapolis (Minn.) 
Fire Department has been successfully tested. Water was forced to a 
height of 125 feet. 

—The July fire losses in the United States and Canada are put by The 
Commercial Bulletin at $10,508,470, and for the first six months of the 
year at $77,789,320. 

—Farmington, Me., last week appropriated money for electric street 
lights, but refused to make a contract with the water company fora sup- 
ply for fire protection. 

—The Standard Oil Company will put up warehouses and storage 
tanks for oil inside of the city limits at Ishpeming, Mich., by permis- 
sion of the common council. 

—Fort Valley, Ga., will have water-works, They will be built by the 
Georgia Steam and Gas Pipe Company of Columbus, and will include a 
stand-pipe and eight hydrants. 

—The Insurers Automatic Fire Extinguisher Company of New York 
city has been incorporated by Thomas E. D. Power, William E. Lowe and 
others. The capital is $50,000. 

—Now that a contract for the construction of water-works at Williams- 
town, Mass., has been made, it is probable that a fire department will be 
organized there at an early day. 

—George W. Eastman has resigned the special agency of the New 
Hampshire Fire, and connects himself with the Eastern department of 
the California Insurance Company. 

—A dispatch from London last Friday reported a fatal explosion in a 
fireworks factory at Wandsworth, a section of London, by which several 
women at work in the building were killed. 

—Ata meeting of the trustees of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
of New York, it was resolved to redeem the scrip of the company issued 
in 1883 and 1884 at par and accrued interest. 

—Ata meeting of the directors of the Phoenix Fire of Hartford, Secre- 
tay D. W. C. Skilton was unanimously elected vice-president and 
director, succeeding A. W. Jillson, resigned. 

—A, W. Jillson, who for the past twenty-four years has been vice-pres- 
ident of the Phoenix Insurance Company of Hartford, has been obliged, 
on account of ill-health, to resign that position. 

—E. B, Eddy’s lumber mill at Birchton, three miles from Ottawa, Ont., 
was burned August 1, with the whole season’s cut and a number of the 
workmen’s dwellings. The losses are put at $500,000. 


—George R. Potter, a fire commissioner of the city of Buffalo ever 
since the organization of that department, and president of the board, died 
August 2, aged fifty-six, leaving a family. He was born in New York 
city, 

—Charles T. Smith, Connecticut State manager and New England 
special agent for the Union Mutual Life, was accidentally killed at the 
Hooker House, Willimantic, Conn., by being crushed in a passenger 
elevator, 

~The fire commissioners of Jersey City, N. J., who asked for an ap- 
Propriation of $129,550 for the next fiscal year will get but $102,150, and 
will be unable to purchase the two new steamers and the hook and ladder 
truck which they wanted. 


—A telegram from Lima, O., of August 3 stated that the Chicago-Lima 
pipe line pumps were started again that morning, and had been running 
without interruption since, At eight o’clock.that evening the line was 
filled about twelve miles out, about 4000 barrels of oil having been run 
into it, 

—Dr. Joseph Whittaker, Robert Terry, Sr., David Goldberg, August 
Keuscher and Annie Hertz, members, and most 0: them officers of George 
Washington Lodge, U. S. Benevolent Fraternity of St. Louis, Mo., were 
urested July 27 in that city on a charge of conspiring to defraud the order 
out of $5000, 

Charles Brook, agent of the Chicago Mutual Life Indemnity Asso- 
cation, which was enjoined by Judge Tuley last June to cease doing 
business, was arrested in Chicago last week on complaint of Mrs, Mary 
= _. Her husband died recently. He had supposed his life assured 

90 in the association, but upon application at the office she was told 
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that there was no such name on the books. She had no policy, but 
showed Brook’s receipts for the installments paid by Hall. The agent 
was held in $600 bonds for the grand jury. 


—The city council of Ripon, Wis., has voted to establish a system of 
water-works in that city, and work will be commenced at once. Six 
miles of pipe will be laid, and from sixty to eighty hydrants placed so as 
to give fire protection to the entire city. 


—During the month of July the tna Life Insurance Company of 
Hartford paid for claims by death $135,742.75 ; for matured endowments, 
$68,246. Since the commencement of the year it has disbursed for death 
claims $927,613.15, and for endowments $451,574 59, making a total of 
$1,179,187.74. 

—At Chicago last week a stable belonging to the Union Stockyards 
and Transit Company was fired by lightning, and burned with about 
twenty horses. Most of the fire alarm boxes in the neighborhood had 
been rendered useless by the lightning, and a mounted messenger had to 
be sent to give the alarm. 


—The Prescott Insurance Company of Boston, after a career of over 
fifteen years, has reinsured its whole business in the North British and 
Mercantile, and will retire from the field. President Francis H. Stevens 
of the Prescott has been appointed resident secretary of the North British 
and Mercantile at Boston. 


—The first practical step toward increasing the Brooklyn water supply 
was taken on Thursday, when Commissioner Adams contracted with W. 
D. Andrews & Brother for sinking additional wells near Baisley’s pond, 
to supply at least 6,000,000 gallons daily. It is expected that the supply 
will be available about October 1. 


—The Chicago managers of seventeen life assurance companies met in 
that city on Monday to form an association, but nothing was done beyond 
the appointment of a committee of five to draft aconstitution. The meet- 
#ng is said to have developed the fact that the Chicago life agents were 
but little acquainted with each other, 


—While sixteen-year old Annie Schillie of Chicago and a girl friend 
were amusing themselves the other day by setting fire to a plateful of 
gasoline, the plate was upset, the burning fluid ignited Annie’s clothing, 
and before the flames could be smothered she was so frightfully burned 
that she will probably die of her injuries. 


—Troy, N.Y., issues the following notice: ‘‘On account of the ex- 
cessive use of city water and the consequent scarcity of the same, it 
becomes the duty of this department to caution the public in the matter 
of unnecessary waste.” It is evident Troy is reaching the point where it 
will have to use more meters or extend its system, 


—Kirby & Dwight of No. 54 Pine street, general agents of the Em- 
ployers Liability for New York State, have on exhibition at their office 
one of the handsome new drop-a-nickel-in-the-slot automatic accident 
policy boxes, by means of which the company proposes shortly to provide 
the public with 24-hour $500 accident policies for five cents. 


—At St. Joseph, Mo., Thomas D, Johnson, as guardian for his grand- 
daughter, has brought suit against the Order of the Knights of Honor for 
$2000. The girl’s father, C. A. Force, who died in 1885, was a member 
of the order, and it is claimed that the deceased had a benefit certificate 
in the order for $2000, which has never been paid and belongs to the 
daughter. 


—Advices from Amesbury, Mass., state that incendiarism is suspected 
as the cause of the fire which destroyed two dwelling houses, a shop and 
a stable at that place the 18th ult. It is stated that the lack of fire appa- 
ratus caused much loss, the nearest hydrant being 1500 feet away, and the 
water pressure was so low that the stream was thrown but three feet from 
the nozzle. 


—Some months ago the Brooklyn Civil Service Commission revoked 
the eligible list of candidates for uniformed firemen, on the ground tha 
a large number had been fraudulently rated. A new examination was 
held and 139 names announced, including ninety-six of those on the 
original list. The men whose names were dropped will take the matter 
to the courts, 


—When T. W.T. Curtis of New Haven, Conn., died recently, there was 
found among his papers a policy on his life in the Provident Savings Life 
Assurance Society of New York. The family needing the money before 
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the expiration of the ninety days limit prescribed by the policy, the asso- 
ciation was asked if it would pay the claim, taking a discount for the 
unexpired time. It promptly paid the claim in full without exacting the 
discount which it might by law have reserved. 


— During a fire on Common street, Montreal, July 29, a carman named 
Boylan was discovered by the firemen pouring kerosene liberally over 
the floor of his stables, which adjoined the burning building, and were 
expected momentarily to catch fire. He was arrested. The press telegram 
states that the man’s stables have been on fire before this, but the cause 
has hitherto been unknown, 


—Ata fire in a large wholesale grocery at Mansfield, O., last week, 
the tangle of telegraph, telephone and electric light wires strung in front 
of the building contributed to the making of a heavy loss, The fire 
was in the upper stories, and the wires prevented the firemen from rais- 
ing any ladders to the front windows until after the flames had got a fatal 
Start. Consequence, a loss of $120,000, with insurance of only $75,000. 


—The water-works to be built at Etna, Pa., will be constructed by J. 
H. Harlow & Co. of Pittsburgh. They will be owned by the Etna Water 
Company, of which G. A. Chalfant, of Spang, Chalfant & Co., is presi- 
dent, which has a contract with the borough to furnish water for fire pur- 
poses at a minimum rental of $1500 yearly. The water will be pumped 
from a filter in the bed of the river through 3% miles of mains to a tank. 


—Says The Cincinnati Price Current: ‘* Hardly a day passes that the 
papers do not tell us of loss of life or severe injury to persons from the 
use of the gasoline stove, It is strange that, with the facts of so many 
disasters from this fiend before them, people will persist in using them, 
They say, ‘I have one that is safe, and I am very careful.’ No gasoline 
stove is safe, and no amount of care will prevent the explosion and burn- 
ing of gasoline.” 

—One of our exchanges publishes a paragraph among its legal items 
saying that ‘an insurance company need not offer to return the premium 
paid on a policy before insisting upon its invalidity by reason of breach 
of condition contained in it.” We think this is an error, and that no 
competent court has ever so held. We do not believe that any policy can 
be invalidated without the payment or tender in return of the premium.— 
Cincinnati Price Current. 

—A Chicago woman, while heating flat-ircns on an oil stove the other 
day, attempted to refill the stove while it was lighted. In an instant her 
clothing was ablaze. She promptly rolled herself in a blanket, but by 
this time the dress of her young daughter had also caught fire. The girl, 
wild with fear, picked up her baby brother and made a dash for the 
street, but the plucky mother caught her, wrapped her and the child in 
the blanket, and finally succeeded in extinguishing the flames, and sav- 
ing the lives of all three, as well as the house, Wonderful to relate, 
although all were more or less burned, their injuries are not serious. 


— Boston is trying the experiment, which has proved so satisfactory 
in New York, of harnessing three horses abreast on the heavy aerial lad- 
der trucks. The plan is being tried at the house of Truck No. 15, in the 
Back Bay district, and is said to work well. Of course conditions vary in 
different cities, with the width of streets, car tracks, etc., but as to time 
of hitching, no one who has ever seen those three splendid black horses 
in the station at Fulton and Church streets, New York, spring to their 
places at the first stroke of the gong will ever doubt that three properly 
trained and conveniently stalled horses can be sent out within a second 
or so as quickly as two. 


—The Insurance Times announces that the fire underwriters of New 
York have a rare chance to purchase a most valuable acquisition to 
their already excellent force for the extinguishment of fires. The fire boat 
Protection was built expressly for service in the port of New Orleans, 
but owing to litigation among the owners the boat is now offered for 
sale. She is 122 feet in length and is built entirely of iron, even to the 
deck houses, and is fitted with the most powerful pumps known to that 
branch of trade. A patent extinguisher of large capacity is also a part of 
her outfit, and she can steam directly up to a vessel, make opening in the 
side ‘‘and inject a substance that will immediately put out a fire between 
decks.” We are not informed, however, what that substance is. 


—The most terribly fatal fire which has occurred in New York city for 
a number of years broke out on the first floor of the six-story building in 
the rear of No. 197 Bowery, last Friday afternoon. It was caused, it is 
supposed, by the explosion of a kerosene stove. The five upper ilcors 
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of the building were occupied by several families, mostly of Polish Jews, 
numbering, with their workmen and women, employed in the manufy. 
ture of clothing, about 100 persons. The flames shot up the stairways an 
light shaft with such rapidity that, although the inmates made a frantic 
rush for the street, roof and fire escapes, nineteen or twenty of them wer 
burned, suffocated or crushed to death by leaping from the windows, 
quick was the work of the flames that when the first engine reached the 
spot, just fifty seconds after the alarm went in, it is claimed that every. 
one who had not escaped was already dead. 


—In digging a trench on the east side of Second street, between Marke, 
and Chestnut streets, says The Philadelphia Ledger, workmen for Charles 
A. Porter, contractor for laying the wires of the Bell Telephone Company, 
uncovered a wooden water pipe of unknown age ata depth of three fee, 
The joints, which were nearly all in good condition, were mostly whit 
pine, although a few were of oak and cedar, and at either end were bound 
with iron hoops. Some of the latter were taken to a blacksmith shop, 
where it was found that the iron was charcoal made, of the best quality, 
and worked almost as easily as lead. The joints were connected with 
cast-iron tubular couplings. A curiously-shaped key ring was also found, 
by means of which split joints were fastened, the ring being tightened by 
means of wedges or keys. The workmen also came across a well thirty 
feet deep, in which was about seven feet of water. It is supposed it was 
in use at the time of town pumps. 


—What is known as the new north side pumping station of the Minne. 
apolis (Minn.) water-works at Shingle creek is nearly completed, It was 
begun five months ago. It covers a surface of 17,190 square feet. I is 
divided into six apartments, engine, boiler and coal rooms, machine shop 
and two offices. here is one large tower 75 feet high and four corner 
towers each 52 feet high. The chimney is 140 feet high and 7 feet in 
diameter. There wiil besix boilers, each 15 feet 6 inches in length and 
g feet 6 inches in diameter, with two corrugated furnaces to each boiler, 
When equipped they will weigh twenty-seven tons each, being about 
eighteen tons heavier than any boilers ever before made in Minnesota, 
The pumps are being made by the Worthington Pump Company of New 
York, and must be in operation by November 1, under a penalty of $50 
day thereafter. They will have a capacity of 15,000,000 gallons each, 
The total cost of the plant will be about $300,000. 


—The season of forest fires is here. Serious conflagrations are already 
reported in the Adirondacks and in Michigan, and doubtless more will 
follow. These are largely caused by tourists and sportsmen who are cate- 
less with their camp-fires, though some are the result of malice, Com- 
menting upoa this, The New York Tribune remarks that it is, therefore, 
in order to make two suggestions: One is to all visitors to the wilder 
ness to exercise caution in their use of fire, for their own sake and for 
the sake of the commen weal to which the needless destruction of forests 
is a serious injury. The other is to all the legal guardians of the public 
domain, to be unceasing in their vigilance and relentless in their prosecu- 
tion of all wanton offenders. The scars of fire in our great North woods 
will not be outgrown in a century, and they represent millions of dol- 
lars of absolute loss. The recurrence of such ravages should be guarded 
against by every means withio the power of the State. 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


—H. E. Abbott, agent of the British America, at Boston. 
—W. H. Page, agent for the German-American, at Haverhill, Mass. 


—C. Parmenter, agent of the North American of Boston, at Rutland, Vt. 

—Starkweather & Shepley, agents of the American of Boston, at Providence, RI. 

—J.M. Stephenson & Co., agents for the Libertyof New York, at Pittsfield 
Mass. 


—H. Van Campen, agent for the Michigan Fire and Marine, at New Bedford 


Mass. 

—M. Warner Hewes, agent of the Firemens Insurance Company of Newark, 
Baltimore. 

—R. J. Miller, agent for the New York Bowery Fire, at Baltimore, succeeding 
Horace L. Spice. 


—Franklin S. Phelps, ageat of the Mutual Fire of New York, at Bosto®, 
ceeding W. H. Brewster. 
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